STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Case Type: Contract

City of Long Lake, Court File No. 27-CV-23-9758
o The Hon. Laurie J. Miller
Plaintiff,
Vs.
City of Orono,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF ADAM T. EDWARDS

I, ADAM T. EDWARDS, declare under penalty of perjury per Minn. Stat. §
358.116 that the following is true and correct:

1. I am the City Administrator for the City of Orono. I have personal
knowledge of the facts contained herein.

2. Prior to 2001, the Long Lake Fire Department was located at 1944 Park
Avenue, Long Lake, Minnesota. In 2001, the Minnesota Department of Transportation
condemned the land where the Long Lake Fire Department was located. A new fire
station was built at 340 Willow Drive, Orono, Minnesota.

3. In August 2001, Long Lake and Orono entered into a Contract for Joint
Ownership for a new Long Lake Fire Station (“Fire Station 1”). Orono and Long Lake

currently each own 50 percent of Fire Station 1.



4. In October 2002, Orono, Medina, and Long Lake entered into an
Agreement and Contract for Fire Protection in connection with Fire Station 1.

5. The Contract for Fire Protection covers the period January 1, 2002 through
December 31, 2020. Pursuant to the contract, it was extended until December 31, 2025.

6. In December 2011, Orono and Long Lake entered into an Addendum to
the Contract for Fire Protection to include the newly built, Fire Station 2. The intent of
the parties was to enter the contract to provide services to the Navarre area.

7. Fire Station 2 is owned by Orono outright.

8. In 2017, Orono expressed their interest to Long Lake to take over the
operations of the Fire Department. Long Lake was not in agreement.

9. In April 2021, Orono served Long Lake with a Notice of Termination to
terminate the Contract for Fire Protection stating the contract shall terminate on its
expiration date of December 31, 2025.

10. In April 2021, Orono served Long Lake with a Notice of Termination to
terminate the Contract for Joint Ownership of Fire Station 1, giving notice the contract
would terminate on its expiration date of December 31, 2025.

11. In September 2022, Orono City Council passed a resolution to establish the
Orono Fire Department.

12. In anticipation of providing its own fire protection services, Orono bought
a ladder truck in October 2022. Orono offered to provide the vehicle to Long Lake Fire

Department for use or until the contract ended. Orono also coordinated with the Long



Lake Fire Department Chief on the refurbishment needed so the vehicle would meet
Long Lake Fire Department’s specification and needs.

13. Orono posted a job opening for Fire Chief. There were fifteen applicants
and Orono interviewed six in the initial round of interviews and conducted final
interviews for four candidates. In December 2022, the Orono hired James Van Eyll.

14. On June 12, 2023, Orono City Council adopted Resolution 7374. A true
and accurate copy of Resolution 7374 is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

15. On June 12, 2023, Orono City Council adopted Resolution 7375. A true
7375 is attached hereto as Exhibit B.

16. On June 15, 2023, Orono served Long Lake and Medina with a Notice of
Adjustment to reduce its City Fire Service Area for the contract year beginning July 1,

2024. A true and accurate copy of the letter is attached hereto as Exhibit C.

17. Orono will continue to fulfill its obligations to the Contract for Fire
Protection.
18. Orono did reject the Capital Improvement Plan submitted in 2022 as

allowed by the Contract for Fire Protection. Orono City Council did say it was
committed to providing the Long Lake Fire Department the equipment it needed and
would review capital purchase proposals on a case-by-case basis. As an example, a new
command vehicle was approved for purchase under the contract in the fall of 2022 and

another provided solely by Orono.



19. Orono will consider the purchase of equipment necessary for Long Lake
to fulfill its obligations under the Contract for Fire Protection and let Long Lake use it
throughout the duration of the contract.

20. Fire Station 1 is a declared Polling Place for the City of Orono.

21. Orono’s Police Department also uses Fire Station 2 for administrative

reasons.

FURTHER THIS DECLARANT SAYETH NOT.

Dated: 29 June 2023

Adam T. Edwards

I declare under penalty of perjury, per Minn. Stat. § 358.116, that everything that
I have stated in this document is true and correct.

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
):ss.
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN )



EXHIBIT A



CITY OF ORONO

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No.7374

RESOLUTION FOR THE REMOVAL NAVARRE SERVICE AREA FROM THE LONG LAKE
FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICE AREA AND RESUMPTION OF ORONO CONTROL AND
OPERATION OF THE NAVARRE FIRE STATION

WHEREAS, the City of Orono (“City”) must prepare for the end of the fire service contract with the Cities
of Medina and Long Lake December 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the City must provide fire service coverage for its citizens; and

WHEREAS, The City Council wishes to move forward with a phased approach to the establishment of Orono
Fire Service beginning in July of 2024.

WHEREAS, The Current Long Lake Fire Service Contact provides for the adjustment of the fire service area.

WHEREAS, Navarre Fire Station (Station 2) was built for the sole purpose to service the citizens of Orono
and the Station 2 call area; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ORONO, MINNESOTA:

1. The City of Orono will assume responsibility for the Navarre Fire Service Area beginning on no later
than July 1, 2024. Further City Staff is directed to formally notify Long Lake and Medina of this change by
July 1, 2023 per the current contract.

2. The City of Orono will resume responsibility for the operation and maintenance of the Navarre Fire
Station no later than July 1, 2024. Further City Staff is directed to formally notify Long Lake and Medina of
this change by July 1, 2023 and coordinate with the Long Lake Fire department for a smooth transition.

ADOPTED this 12th day of June, 2023, by the City Council of the City of Orono.
CITY OFQRONO
By:

Dennis Walsh, Mayor

AJAEST:

Anna Carlson, City Clerk




EXHIBIT B



CITY OF ORONO

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No.7375

RESOLUTION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ORONO MUNICIPAL FIRE
DEPARTMENT WITH A PHASED IN TIMELINE BEGINNING IN 2024

WHEREAS, the City of Orono (“City”) must prepare for the end of the fire service contract with the
Cities of Medina and Long Lake December 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the City must provide fire service and EMS coverage for its citizens; and
WHEREAS, the City will establish municipal fire department; and

WHEREAS, The City has completed as Fire Needs Analysis to inform the development of the new
fire department.

WHEREAS, The City Council wishes to move forward with a phased approach to the establishment
of Orono Fire Service beginning in July of 2024.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ORONO, MINNESOTA:

1. The City of Orono will stand up a Fully functional Fire department capable of providing Service
to the current Navarre service area no later than July 1, 2024 and the entirety of the city of Orono no
later than December, 31 2025.

2. The City of Orono does adopt a response guideline based on the National Fire Protection Agency
Suburban Demand Zone as the response standard for the Orono Fire Department.

3. The City of Orono will establish a Fire Department Organizational structure consisting of a
combination of fulltime, Paid on Call and daytime duty crews staffing in order to achieve the
established response standard.

4. The City of Orono wishes to work with their surrounding area cities by offering out a fee for
service contract for fire service. For any Fire service contracts the City will use the League of
Minnesota Cities formula of 1/3 land value + 1/3 population + 1/3 call hours for a cost distribution
formula for fire service.

5. Orono City Staff is directed to do the following:

a. Initiate the apparatus and equipment procurement process capital plan for fire equipment in
2023 for delivery in 2024 and 2025.




CITY OF ORONO

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 7375

b. Coordinate with Long Lake Fire department and City Staff on the disposition of Fire Station
1, the fleet and donated fleet items, and the SCBAs, turnout gear, tools and small equipment.

c. Develop Fire Department Organization framework including position descriptions, wage
scales and benefits plans.

d. Incorporate Fire Department operating costs into the 2024 budget process.

e. Request architect design proposals for the remodel of the old public works building for
potential use as a fire station and a facility study on the existing fire stations.

ADOPTED this 12 day of June, 2023, by the City Council of the City of Orono.

CITY OBRONO
By:
w_

Dennis Walsh, Mayor
Anna Carlson, City Clerk




EXHIBIT C



CITY OF ORONO

2750 KELLEY PARKWAY, ORONO, MINNESOTA 55356
WWWwW.oronomn.gov

15 June 2023

Long Lake City Administrator Scott Weske
City of Long Lake

450 Virginia Avenue

PO Box 606

Long Lake, MN 55356

Medina City Administrator Scott Johnson
2052 County Road 24
Medina, MN 55340

RE: NOTICE OF ADJUSTMENT TO CITY FIRE SERVICE AREA PURSUANT TO
AGREEMENT AND CONTRACT FOR FIRE PROTECTION

Dear City Administrator Weske and City Administrator Johnson:

The City of Orono services this Notice of Adjustment to alter the City Fire Service Area pursuant
to the Agreement and Contract for Fire Protection dated October 15, 2002 [hereinafter: the
Contract] section 21. For your convenience, a copy of the Contract is attached at Exhibit B. Section
21 of the Second Contract provides that:

In the event that a Contracting City wishes to decrease and/or alter the location of
its City Fire Service Area it may do so by specifying those changes in writing by
July 1 of the year prior to the contract year with respect to which such change is to
be effective.

Accordingly, the City of Orono hereby specifies and notifies the City of Long Lake and the
City of Medina that it shall reduce its City Fire Service Area for the contract year beginning

July 1, 2024.

Beginning July 1, 2024, the City Fire Service Area for the City of Orono shall be as depicted in
the map attached here as Exhibit A. The area of Orono removed from the LLFD service area is
identified by orange highlighter and consists of CAD zones 75F200 and 75F210.

Please contact me with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

e

Adam Edwards
City Administrator

226249v1


http://www.oronomn.gov/

Orono Fire

Exhibit A

Computer Automated Dispatch Zones
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